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NATIONAL AFFATIRS, 
For JULY, 1789. 
{From the Encuisu Revizew.] 
INTRODUCTION, 
HE event that has diftinguithed this month will long dife 
tinguifh it among months and years, and form an era 
in the annals of hiftory. It is needlefs to mention that it is the 


REVOLUTION IN FRANCE 


to which we allude; a revolution, thé greateft that was evér 
effected in fo eafy amanner. Men of refileCtion, when they at« 
tended to what was daily paffing there, the free and bold cons 
verfation, and, if poffible, ftill freer writings Of the French 
nation, to the meeting of the Notables, the remonftrances of an 
exiled Parliament, and the convention of the States-General, 
foretold, without much hefitation, that a new order of affairs muft 
take place among our enlightened and fpirited neighbours ; 
yet few, perhaps none, imagined that the French monarchy 
could die, or, fhall we fay, migrate into another tate, without 
more violent pain and convalfion, The exthanafia, or rather this 
eafy metempfyohofis, evidently {prung from that yeneral unanimity 
on the great fubjet of difcuflion, which pervaded all ranks and 
orders in the widely extended, yetcompacted kingdom of France. 
Had that nation been divided in their fen.iments, the invincible 
{pirit of liberty would have prevailed, but not withont a ftroggle. 
Vor. XIV. 344. Q. The 
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The majefly of the people fhone forth with a fplendour, ae 
which the inferior principalities and powers in the ftate, like 
the ftars before the rifing fon, hid their diminifhed heads. The 
reigning monarch perceived the dignity and acknowledged the 
authority of a GREATER CHIEF. His guards, at his nod, ree 
tired from the prefence of a force before which they feemed to 
be nothing more than a vain mockery. He did homage to the 
pretenfions, and, in acknowledging himfelf the fervant, proved 
himfelf the father and the juft fovereign of his people ! 
Though great allowances are to be made to a difference of 
circumftances, it is difficult to abftain from making a compa- 
rifon of the conduct of Lewis the Sixteeath of France with that 
of Charles the Firitand James the Second of England in fimilar 
fituations, Ie was neither fo obftinate as that of the former, 
nor fo precipitate as that of the latter ; it was a. medium between 
both. The King of France endeavorred to mediate between 
the privileged orders, andthe great body of the people ; but 
when the fortune of the latter appeared evidently to prevail, 
he did not prolong an unequal contelt ; he did nor retreat into 


Spain or Naples, to m@ve the other branches of the Hosfe of © 


Bourbon againft his fabjects; at a crifis when ideas of flight 
might have not only been faggelted by the pride of power, but 
even urged by fear, he embraced the generous refolution of 
committing himfelf into the hands, and a¢ting agreeably to the 
fentiments of his people. Had the Englith Princes acquitted 
themfelves in a fimilar manner, at any period before the {word 
was drawn, 2 Stuart might ftill have fat on the throne of Enge 
land, 

As the eafy and quick tranfition in France from a government 
purely monarchial to whatever new form it may affume, is 
owing to a general unanimity on the great fubject of difcuffion, 
fo that unanimity was derived from the lightot learning. The 
people, when divided, are like fand that is fcattered by every 
wind ; united, they are the bundle of rods in the fable, which 
is not to be broken. Vicinity of fituation and a common caafe, 
have, io all- countries and ages, given occafion to an intercourfe 
of minds, and a concert of wills, that have fubverted the power 
of tyrants. In {mall republics, where the bulk of the nation 
live together in one large city, asin the republics of ancient 
Greece and modern Italy, men can compare their fentiments, 
and torm their defigns, by means of converfation ; but no fuch 
defigns as have been formed and executed in America and 
France, could be concerted or executed without that wide, re 
gular, and conttant communication, which is the refult only of 
letters and the art of printings The French nation, at once 
enlightened 
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enlightened and inflamed by inveftigations of the ancient and 
free conttitution of the Franco-Galli, and the natural rights of 
men, and by the examples of other ftates, ftarted into a pofture 
of refolution and defiance. Confiding in a juf caufe, and the 
vaft faperiority. of their ftrength and numbers, they proceeded 
in their glorious career with that feadinefs, firmnefs, and mo- 
deration of conduét, which are wont to diftinguift the meafores 
of great and enlightened ftates from the tumults and fallies-of 
barbarous infurgents. The rude multitude, when they feel 
their wounds, like the blind Cyclops in Homer, who gave vent 
to his anguith and defpair by tearing up trees and rocks, exprefs 
their rage in unavailing though deftrudtive atts of fury. The 
French nation were fenfible of their difeafe ; but they faw a 
fafegea@ certain remedy, and they applied it with all the art 
and caution of fkilful phyficians. Had this remedy been doubt- 
ful, and the Parifian citizens and the troops at Paris been igno- 
rant of the fentiments that prevailed in the other towns, and 
the other divifions of the French army, they would either never 
have attempted the grand enterprife they have accomplifhed, or 
they would not have flopped at the point of its accomplith- 
ment. The fear of a reverfe of fortune would have nourifhed 
a jealoufy of all that was princely or pre-eminent in the king- 
dom. The times of Sylla would have been renewed. Some 
bloody dictator would have profcribed the priaces of the blood 
and the nobles attached tothe caufe of royalty. He would 
have trembled to return the fword injo its theath ; he would 
have found no peace but in deftroyicg ; no fecurity but in con- 
tinuing that ccnfufion, coniternation, and horror, which he had 
occafioned, What the popular, and now happily triamphant, 
party in France have uniformly faid, done, and faffered, forms 
a contraft to all this, Even in the very throat of danger and 
war, when a number of their compatriots had fallen by the 
perfidious cruelty of the governor of the Battile, they reftrained 
their refentment to a few acts of juft feverity ; atis which even 
the ftri€teft morality juftified, and the dictates of found policy 
declared to be neceffary. 

To have pafled over the mifconduct of Monf, de Launay, and 
his principal inftruments, with impunity, would have argued ti- 
midity aod irrefolution ; to have difcovered revenge and athirft 
of blood, might have occafioned difrult and alarm, and even 
turned the popular current of the day inte compafiion for the 
unhappy fufferers. The leaders of the people aflumed at once 
and at once exercifed, the functions of wife and jut legiflators 
and ilate(men, They gave an example of what was to be ap- 
prehended from refitance to the National Affembly on the one 
Q.2 hand, 
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hand, and what from an acquiefcence in their views on the other, 
They purithed the voluntary inftraments of arbitrary power ; 
but they fpared, as mach as poffible, the blood of their countrys 
men. They proteéted the property of the helplefs citizens ; 
they relieved, to the atmoft extent of their power, the preffing 
wants of the poor, by a ready and equal diftribution of corn, 
as wellas by contributions in moncy. 

[Since the above went to prefs, fome partizans of the Court 
have become the unfortunate victims of popular rage, Nor 
does the popular vengeance appear to be yet fatiated. ] 


REFLECTIONS. 


And here we cannot but regret that the Britith Parliament, 
at a moment when our neighbours, and, if a common regard to 
liberty and the dignity and rights of human nature may jutlify 
the appellation, our friends, fhould have refufed fo fmall a fap. 
ply tothe French people, on the eve, or rather under the aQual 
invafion of famine, as 20,000 facks of flour ; a quantity little 
more than the confumption of this ifland forone cay. The 
price would have purchafed wheat for us before it was wanted, 
if it fhould have been wanted, from fome other quarter. But, 
even if this fhould not have been the cafe, the granting or with- 
holding 20 cco facks of flour-was not a matter of fuch mighty 
importance as to jultify even deliberation on the fubject, at fuch 
a crifis as that in which it was demanded. ‘The French nation, 
ftrogeling with famine and arbitrary power, calt their eyes for 
relief to England, a land abounding in grain, and the very 
temple of freedom. The Englith government refufes to aft 
them! Among a people of {uch extreme fenfivility as the 
French, this might have diverted the odium of the people from 
the French to the Englith court. Oliver Cromwell, for the 
fupport of his fchemes, enaéted that every perfon within the 
commonwealth fhould retrench one meal in the week of his 
ufual allowance ; but to have granted the fupply demanded by 
the French would not have colt the inhabitants of Great- Britain 
the retrenchment of three meals in the year ; a facritice which 
all, we are perfuaded, would have made with chearfulne(s. 
There is, however, one advantage that will probably refult from 
this unkindnefs on our part ; it will probably make us abitain 
for fome time, from travelling and {pending our moncy in 
France, where our recent barbarity will not foon be forgotten. 

To view the revolution in France on all fides, and in coa- 
nexion with all thofe objects with which it is ftrongly related, 
would carry us beyond the compafs of our ability, aad > tars 
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ther bevond the limits neceflarily prefcribed to this monthly fpe+ 
culation on the prefent flate of the world, particularly that part 
of it with which we are mo%t concerned, We ‘hall confine oure 
felves, therefore, to a few obfervations, The fituatioa of 
France, though aufnicious. yet not finally fettled, will afford us 
frequent opportunities of refuming this fubject, and of viewing 
again and again, one of the fublimeft {pectacies that can engage 
the attention of man ; the effortsof a great nation to vindicate 
and eftablifh the rights, and to exalt the dignity of our com- 
mon nature. in the contemplation of this all national diitince 
tions are loft. 

Firt, The fpirit and tone of a nation, it feems, may be 
changed in a very fhort {pace of time. In the laff reign it was 
the common boatt of a French gentleman that both ‘* his proe 
perty and life were wholly at the devotion of the King.” This 
was pride perverted. But the Frenca peopie are marked by an 
exceflive fenfibility of temper, which carries the reigning fpirit 
or humour of the times, whatever it be, to an extreme. Wheg 
the King is not to be oppofed and pulled down, he is to be 
adored and deified. 

Secondly, As a very extraordinary change has happened, in 
the prefenc reign in the tone and fpiritot the French nation, 
fo alfo a change equally great has taken place io that of the 
Frepch government. It is computed that, in the reign of Lewis 
the Fifteenth, not lefs than 20,000 perfons were unjultly de- 

rived of liberty and property, and many of them alio of their 
Fives. When the people of France, about 14 days ago, fet 
open the Baftile, it was found to contain only four or five itate 
prifoners ! 

Thirdly, How often does ambition blind!y labour for itsown 
downfall? The French Court fent an army to America, not 
from a regar to jaitice and liberty, but for the purpole of 
humbling Great Britain, and exalting the relative power and 
greatnefs of Fiance on her ruins, They did noi forefee the 
refult of thofe new ideas, that new edaca.ion and way of thinks 
ing, that could not but infenfibly make their way into the army 
and nation*, Was it poffidle chat a large body of men thould 
fly from one fide of the globe to emancipate the inhabitants of 
part of the other, without catching the generous flame of frec- 
dom from their new allies? Was it pothble that they thould 
not difculs at home what they fought for abroad ? At the fame 

time 


* The nation among whom prediftions of what has happened were 
mofl trequent, was Spain; a nation diftinguifhed by jult fenfe and 
fagacity, 
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time it muft be confeffed, that though we are all of us wife 
after che event has illuftrated the caafe from whence it fprung, 
few men were aware that the affiftance afforded to the Americans 
by the French coert would involve the emancipation of the 
French people; and none forefaw that this emancipation 
would follow fo clofely the example that gave it birth. We 
forefee fome effeéts of this revolution in France in other nations 
of Eerope. Bat more will take place than we can eafily 
imagine ; and thofe we Jook for may {urprife us with the abrupt. 
nefs of their arrival. The prefent generation may live to fee 
the Cortez of Caftille and Arragon reaffembled in Spain. It 
will be difficult for the Emperor to fabdue the liberties of the 
Flemings, or to fupprefs the recollection of former privileges 
among the chiefs of Hungary and the barons of Bohemia, 
Yer, 

Fourthly, So wonderfully are things linked together in the 
bafy and ever-changing fcene of human affairs, that the fame 
conjunctare that gave liberty to France, exalted and confirmed 
the power of the Stadtholder in Holland. France, exhaufted by 
the American war, and agitated by internal diffenfions, was 
enable to furnith the ftipulated fuccoursto her party in the United 
Provinces. The Patriots were therefore fubdaed by the reigning 
Sovereign. And, asa very vfefal corollary from this pofition, 
ic may be obferved, that it is a very dangerous expedient for 
apy nation to truftto foreign affiitance. 

Fifthiy, The Revolution in France, effeted by the co-ope- 
ration of the French guards with the people, may quiet the 
alarms of many fenfible and well-difpofed men in England, on 
the fubject of a itanding army. 

Sixthly, There is not a doubt but this creat revolution will 
be eitablithed, and placed beyond the reach of any fudden re- 
veric of fortune. The oppofite pretenfions and intere& of dif- 
ferent provinces and communities in the Netherlands, after their 
deliverance from the yoke of Spain, were many and great, and 
for years there was great anarchy and’confafion ; but the affairs 
of the Netherlands were fettled ct laft, nearly in their prefent 
form. What hzs happened in America, before our eyes, needs 
only tobe hinted at. It was boldly predicted that the Thirteen 
Provinces, freed from the preffure of England, would fall to 
pieces; but behold, after many difficulties and delays, the 
Thirteen Provinces united, it is to be hoped, for many ages, in 
a2 coniutution very nearly aifimilated, and which, in feveral 

ances, 18 an improvement on that of Eagland ! With fo 
many examples of poilica! organifation, and fuch knowledge, 
moral and political, the French nation will undoubtedly fete 
theis 
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their new government without any barbarous appeal to arms, 
and exhibit the greateft leffon that has been given to the worlds 


WAR ON THE CONTINENT. 


The war between the Ruffians and Auftrians on the one part, 
and the Swedes and Turks on the other, is continued with great 
apimofity and fury. The King of Sweden difcovers, in the 
progrefs of time, talents and refources, which he was not knowa 
to poffefs ; and the Emperor, on the other hand, has. betrayed 
much weaknefs, to. which be was almoft univerfally fuppofed 
to be fuperior. The Soltan Selim in his perfonal conduct re~ 
vives a ferocity that had for many years been banithed from 
the Sublime Porte ; at the fame time, he has the good fenfe of 
attempting to rouze the religious enthufiafm of Meffulmen. 


DEN MAR K. 


The declaration of neutrality, amidf the contefts of the 
North, on the part of Denmark, is a matter of great {atis- 
faGion to all Britifh fabjects. 


GREAT-BRITAIN. 


The prefent feffion of Parliament is joft expiring. The bill 
that had pafied in the Houfe of Commons for an annual thank{> 
giving for the Revolution, has very properly been reje&ted by 
the Houfe of Lords. The multiplication of religious ceremo~ 
nies and commemorations, of which we have perhaps too many 
already, only tends to bring religion into a greater and greater 
Rate of coldnefs and indifference, 





Anterefting Extracts from Zeluco, an improving and’ en 
tertaining Produétion, lately publifbed. 


(Continued from Page 104.) 


al ELUCO having been reprefented as avaricious as well 

ascruel, it may be faid that the firit of thofe difpofitions 

would prove a reftraint upon the lait ; and that the fugegeitioas 

of felt-interet would prevent his pufhing craelty the length of 
endangering the lives of his faves. 

It isacommon arguement apainft the neceflity of new laws 

for the protelion of flaves, that they aced ro protection from 
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ajeftand humane mafter, becaufe he will never injure them ¢ 
nor from a mafter of an oppofite charater, becaufe his own ine 
tereft will be their protection ; but let it be remembered, that 
men who are not naturally compaffionate, who are devoid of 
religious impreifions, and in the habit of giving vent to every 
goft of ill-humour, are apt, in the violence of rage, to become 
deaf to the voice of common fenfe and intereft, as well as of 
joftice and mercy. An unfortunate gameiter throws the cards 
into the fire, and regrets that they have not feeling ; a choleric 
man breaks and deftroys the farniture of his houfe, however 
valuable ; and how often do we fee menin an abfard rage 
abofe their moft ferviceable cattle ? Buta thoufand caufes, which 
muft occur toevery one, expofe human creatares to the vindic- 
tive rage of ill-tempered proprietors in a much greater degree 
than inanimate things or the brute creation ever can be. And 
we find in fa&, that cruel and paffionate mafters, however ine 
terefted in other refpeéts, do gratify their ill-hamour again 
their moft valuable flaves at the expence of their intereft. 

It will be alleged, that in all the Chriftian colonies the flaves 
are fo far protected from the injuttice of their mafter, that none 
of them can be condemned capitally, but after trial in a court 
of juftice. Long experience has made it clear, however, that 
the proprietors of land in thoie colonies, Chriflians as they are, 
fhew little difpofition to liften to the complaints of flaves, or 
interfere with each other refpe&ting the manner in which flaves 
aretreated ; and whenit is whifpered about, that a flave has 
expired under the lath, or has died in confequence of the arbi+ 
trary punifhment of his mafter, people in general are not fond 
of the trouble of collefling proofs, or appearing in the chae 
rafter of accufers ; particularly when the delinquent is a white 
man, of irtereft perhaps in the colony, and the fufferer a black 
flave. Befides, there may in many inftances bea full convice 
tion of the crime, and yet tne criminal may not be deemed 
within the grafp of thofe vague laws which the policy of Europe 
has thought fofficient for the protection of flaves from the 
cruelty of their matters. The law may dire@, that a mafter 
fhall not order more than a limited number of ftripes to be 
infli€ted for any fault that his fave commits. But if the law 
requires no proot of the fault, except the allegation of the 
maiter, what {ecurity has the flave that he fhall not be punrhhed 
unjuftly, or that his matter thal! not, as often as be pleafes, 
repeat the punifhment at fuch intervals as keep him out of the 
reach of the Jaw? It muft be owned that the flave has no fo- 
curity from fuch abufes, which is tantamount to putting it in the 
mafter’s power to torture his flaves to death with impunity. 

Such 
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Sach laws areno fafeguard, but rather a mockery of the un- 
happy race of men they pretend to protect. 

This unlimited power, which is leftin the hands of the 
matters, has a bad effeét both on the flave and the matter. It 
tends at once to render the fir more wretched, and the fecond 
more wicked. How many men have, for a great part of their 
lives, fupported the character of well-difpofed good-natured 
people ; and on going from Europe to the Welt Indies, and 
becoming proprietors of flaves, have gradually grown ill- 
tempered, capricious, haughty, and cruel? Even Zeluco, 
though of a capricious, violent, and felfith difpofition, was not 
natorally cruel ; this lait grew upon him in confequence of une 
limited power. His feverity to the foldiers arofe from a defire 
of gaining the favour of the commander, by rendering the men 
under his immediate command more expert than others, In 
pothing this pointhe difregarded, indeed, the fufferings of the 
men ; becaufe his exceffive felfithnefs engroficd all his feelings, 
and left him quiet indifferent to. the feelings of others 5 he ftill 
was not pofitively cruel. Independent of pafliomor rage, he had 
no fatisfaction in giving pain; he was only anconcerned 
whether they foffered or not. And afterwards, when he became 
the abfolate matter of a great number of unfortunate creatures, 
whom he confidered as his property, he thought he had a right 
to make the moit of them. And he was informed by tho‘e 
who have heads for fuch a calculation, and hearts to af in 
confequence of it, that to force flaves totheir utmoit exertions, 
and purchafe new ones as the old expire, is, upon the whole, 
more ceconomical than to treat them with a certain degree of 
gentlenefs, and oblige them tono more labour than is progor- 
tioned to their ftrength, although, by this means, the expence 
of new purchafes would be lefs confiderable, and lefs frequent. 
A perfon who pafled for a very fenfible man, who formerly kept 
aninn onone of the great pofting roads in England, and was 
at this time a confiderable proprietor of land in one of the Weit 
India iflands, had aflured him, that he had found this to hold 
with regard to polt-horfes ; and the argument was equally juft 
when applied to flaves. Zeluco therefore had originally no 
dire& intention of injuring his flaves ; bis view was imply to 
improve his eftates to the utmoit ; but in the execution of this 
plan, as their exertions did not keep pace with his impatience, 
he found it neceffary to quicken them by an unremitting ufe of 
the whip. This produced difcontent, murmors, ‘fulkinels, 
fometimes upbraidings on their parts; rage, threats, and every 
kind of abufe on his: he Jaw hatred in ail their looks, he pree 
fumed revenge in all their hearts ; he became more and more 

Vou. XIV. 344. R fevere, 
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fevere, and treated them as he imagined they withed to treat 
him, and as he was confcious he deferved to be treated by them ; 
at length he: arrived at that fhocking point of depravity, to 
have a gratification in punifhing, independent of any idea of 
utility or advantage to himfelf. 

If the reign -of many European. proprietors of eftates in the 
Wek Indies were faithfully recorded, it is much to be féared, 
that the capricious cruelties which difgrace thofe of Caligula 
and Nero would not feem fo incredible as they nowdo. And 
perhaps.no memoirs could be more affecting to a candid and 
humane. mind, than thofe of many negroes, from the time of 
their being brought from the coaft of Guinea, till their death 
in the Weft Indies. ‘The fate of one of Zeluco’s flaves, called 
Hanno, being connected with our purpofe, may, without im- 
propriety, be mentioned here. 

Hanno allowed fymptoms of compaffion, perhaps of indig- 
nation, to efcape from him, on hearing one of his brother flaves 
ordered tobe punithed unjuftly. Zeluco having obferved this, 
fwore that Hanno fhould be the executioner, otherwife he would 
order him to be punithed in his ftead. 

Hanno faid, he might do as he pleafed ; but as for himfelf 
he never had been accultomed to that office, and he would not 
begin by exercifing it on his friend. Zeluco, in a tranfport of 
rage, ordered him to be lafhed feverely, and renewed the 
punifhment at legal intervals fo often, that the poor man 
was thrown into a languifhing difeafe, which confined him con- 
ftantly to his bed. 

Hanno had been a favourite fervant of his lady’s before her 
Marriage with Zeluco; he was known to people of all ranks 
on the illand, and elteemed by all whoknew him. The Irith 
foldier who had carried the commanding officer from the field 
was taken into this gentleman’s fervice fome time after, and 
remained conflantly in his family from that time ; this foldier 
had long been acquainted with Hanno, and had a particular 
efteem for him. As foon as he heard of his dangerous fituation 
he haftened to fee him, carried him wine and other refrefhe 
ments, and continued to vifit and comfort him during his 
languifhing illnefs. Perceiving at laft that there was no hope 
of his recovery, he thought the lait and beit good office, he could 
do him was to carry a prieit to give him abfolute and extreme 
unction, 

As they went together. ‘* I fhould be very forry, father,” 
faid the foidier, ‘* if this poor fellow miffed going to heaven 5 
for, by Jefus, Ido not believe there is a worthier foal there, be 
he other who he pleafes.”? 
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* He isa Black,” faid the prieft, who was of the order of 


St. Francis. 3 
«* His foul is whiter than a fkinned potatoe,” faid the 


foldier. 

«© Do you know whether he believes in all the tenets of our 
holy faith ?”” faid the pricit. 

** He is a man who was always ready to do as he would be 
done by,” replied the foldier. 

«© That is fomething,” faid the capuchin, ‘ but not the 
moft effential. Are you certain that he is a Chriftian ?” 

« O, I'll be d d if he is not as pretty a Chriftian as 
your heart can defire,”’ faid the foldier; ‘** and I'll give you 
a proof that will rejoice your foul to hear.—A foldier of our 
regiment was feized with the cramp in his leg when he was 
bathing ; he halloed for affiftance, and then went plump tothe 
bottom like a ftone. Thofe who were near him, Chriftiaas and 
all, fwam away as faft as their legs could carry them, for they 
were afraid of his catching hold of them. But honeit Hanno 
puthed direétly to the place where the foldier had funk, dived 
after him, and, without more ado, or fo much as faying by 
your leave, feized him by the hair of the head, and hauled him 
athore ; where, after a little rubbing and rolling, he was quite 
recovered, and is alive and merry at this blefled moment. Now, 
my dear father, I think this was behaving like a good Chriftian, 
and what is much more, like a brave Irifhman too.” 

“* Has he been properly inftracted in all the dottrines of the 
catholic church ?” {aid the priett, 

** That he has,” replied the foldier ; ** for I was after ine 
firuting him yefterday myfelf; and as you had told me very 
often, that believing was the great point, I preffed thac home. 
By Jefus,” faid I, ** Hanno, it does not fignify making wry 
faces, but you mutt believe, my dear Honny, as fait as ever you 
can, for you have no time to lofe;” and, poor fellow, he ene 
treated me to fay no more about it, and he would believe whats 
ever I pleafed.” 

This fatisfied the father; when they arrived at the dying 
man’s cabin, ** Now, my dear fellow,” faid the foldier, ** IL 
have brought aholy man to give you abfolation for your fias, 
andto fhew your foul the road to heaven ; take this glafs of 
wine to comfort you, for it is a hellifh long journey.” 

They raifed poor Hanno, and he {wallowed che wine with 
difficulty. 

“* Be not difmayed, my honeft lad,’’ continued the foldier, 
** for although it is a long march to heaven, you will be fure of 
glorious quarters when you get there, { cannot tell you exadtly 
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how people pafs their time indeed ; but by all accounts there is 
no very hard duty, unlefs itis that you will be obliged to fing 
pfalms and hymns pretty conftantly ; that to be fure you muft 
bear with ; but then the devila fcoundrel who delights ia tors 
menting his fellow-creatures will be allowed to thruf his nofe 
into that fweet plantation ; and fo, my dear Hanno, God blefs 
you ; all your {ufferings are now pretty well over, and I am con- 
vinced you will be as happy as the day is long, in the other 
world, all the reft of your life.” 

_The prieft then began to perform his office ; Hanno heard 
him in filence,—he feemed unable to fpeak. : 

** You fee, my good father,” faid the faldier, ** he believes 
ia all you fay, You may now, without any farther delay, give 
him abfolution and extreme undiion, and every thing needful 
to fecure him a foug birth in paradife.” | 

** You are fully convinced, friend,” faid the prieft, ad- 
drefling the dying man ina folemn manner, * that it is only 
by a firm belief in all thetenets of the Holy Catholic Church, 
that ” €€ God love your foul, my dear father,” interrupted 
the foldier, ‘* give him abfolution in the firit place, and cons 
vince him afterwards ; for, upon my confcience, if you bother 
him much longer, the poor creature's foul will flip through your 
flogers,” 

The prick, who was agood-natarcd man, did as the foldier 
requelted, 

«* Now,” faid the foldier, when the ceremony was over, 
““ now, my honeft fellow, you are as fure of heaven as your 
matter is of hell ; where, as this reverend tather will aflure you, 
he maft fuffer to al] eternity.” 

«© IT bope he will not fuffer fo long,” faid Hanno, in a faint 
voice; and fpeaking for the firft time fince the arrival of the 

ricit. 

«s Havea care of what you fay, friend,” faid the priett, in 
a fevere tone of -voice ; ** you muft notdoubt of the eternity of 
hell torments.—If' your mater goes once there, he muft remain 
for ever.” 

‘© Then T’ll be bound for him,” faid the -foldier, “ he is 
fure enough of going there.” 

«* Buti hope in God he will not remain there for eyer,” 
faid Hannceand expired. 

«* ‘That was not fpoken like a true believer,” faid the prieft ; 
s* if Thad thought that he harboured any doubts on fuch an 
eflential article, | thould not have given him abtolotion.” 
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-Itis lucky then that the poor: fellow: made his efcape ta 
heaven before you kaew any thing of the matter,” faid the 


foldier. 


As the foldier returned home from Hanno’s cabin, he met 
Zeluco, who, knowing where he had been, faid to him, 


** How is the fcoundrel now ?” 

‘s The fcoundrel is in better health than all who kacw hia 
could with,”’ replied the foldier. 

«* Why, they told me he was dying,” faid Zeluco. 

«* If you mean poor Hanno, he is already dead, and on his 


way to heaven,”’ faid the foldier, 
Jo be continued, 





Sir Fobn Riggs Miller’s Speech tn the Houfe of Commons 
on the Utility of a General Standard of iWeights and 
Measures. 


As one general ftandard of weight and meafure throughout the 
kingdom moit be attended with the greatett atility and coa- 
venience to the community at large, we embrace this oppor. 
tunity of laying before our readers, Sir Jobo Miller’s Speech 
in the Hovfe of Conmons on that fubject ; and at the fame 
time we cannot but regret that the worthy Baronet’s ine 
tentions of bringing this important bufinels forward, are une 
avoidably protraéted till the next meeting of Parliament ; 


IR JOHN RIGGS MILLER begged the indulgence of 
the Houle for a few moments ;-he faid, that towards the 
clofe ot the laft feflion of Parliament, he had given notice that 

in the courfe of the prefent feflign he fhould move for a Com, ' 
mittee ** to confider and report the expediency of eitablithing 
one general ftandard of weights and meafurcs, to be obferved 
throughout the kingdom ;’’ that for the prefent he would 
erely trouble the Houfe to affure them, that he had neither 
~ wanting in diligence or affiduity, nor been {paring in exe 
pence to obtain every poffible information upon this mojt ime 
ortant fubject ; a fubject which, whatever teafible appearance 
it might prefent upon a curfory view of it, he had fouad upoa 
a clofer examination, to be extenfive, complex and embarrailed 
in an extraordinary and molt unexpected degree, Sir Juan 
faid, that he, hawever, had not fhrunk from thefe dificulties, 
but had oppofed to them every poflible exertion of which he 
was capable. He had addrefled a general circular letter to cue 
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chief magiftrates of all the cities, corporations, and borough 
towns of Great-Britain, foliciting their communications and 
affiffance upon the fubje& of his enquiry, which had, by mof 
of them, been complied with, with much ‘liberality and in. 
ftruftion. He had endeavonred to obtain every publication that 
had appeared for acentury paft, as well as every law and ree 
golation that had taken place within that period, not 
only in Great Britain, but through Europe generally, for the 
correction of abufes in weights and meafures. That moft in- 
duftrious, able, and voluminous report of a Committee of the 
Houfe of Commons appointed in 1758, ** To enquire into the 
original Standards of Weights and Meafares, and to confider 
the laws relating thereto,” had furnifhed him with an infinite 
variety of moft interefting matter. To the liberality of indi» 
viduals, he was alfo deeply indebted for more than 1000 letters, 
many of them of great extent, and entering into minate dee 
tails of the mifchief under confideration, ftating particular local 
abufes (befides thofe more generally tomplained of) from the 
nfe of uncertain weights and meafures, and accompanied alfo 
by the fuggeftion of regulation, and remedy for their mitigation 
or cure ; and, let me add, faid he, which I cannot do unattended 
by my fincereft ackaowledgements, that 57 communities, each 
of whom fend two reprefentatives to this Houfe, have already 
inftraéted, or have declared their intention to inftru their 
Members to attend upon and affift with their beft endeavours the 
attempt for an equalization of weights and meafures, 

When we recollect that in no age or nation of which any 
record exifts, whatever may have been the {tate of its police, or 
the form of its government (from the moft perfeét republic to 
the moft abfolute monarchy), have any laws or regulations that 
have been applied to this objeét proved adequate to the ex- 
tin@ion of the abufes whieh have prevailed in the difcordance 
of weights and meafures. It mult be obvious to every one how 
much time, and how much indultry muft be indifpenfably em- 
ployed by that individual to obtain every light within his power, 
upon a fut ject which he ftands pledged to this Houfe, and to 
the public to bring forward in that thape which fhall belt pro- 
mife efficacy and faccefs, 

To metnocize and to digeft in the beft manner I am able, 
fach a mafs and variety of materials, in order to bring the fub- 
je&t before 2 Committee in fome form and fhape, has fully 
occupied, and Continues to give employment to every diligence 
J can lay claim to. And it 1 am alive and in this Houfe, it is 
my decided intention to bring this matter before a Committee 
early in che next feffion of Parliament, when I truft my prefeat 
endeavours 
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endeavours will prove to that Committee a faving both of time 
and of labour. ; 

Inveftigation and enquiry, even in the midi of perplexing 
difficulties, have rarely proved totally without profit: cn the 
contrary, they have frequeatly been found ufeful and efficient bee 
yond the hope or expectation of thofe who have had recourfe to 
them. And hence the comparifon may not always tern out a 
perfedly juft one between the fignificancy of the agent and the 
magnitude of the undertaking. Every individual may, with 
honeft intentions, contribute fomething to the mals of general 
benefit. I have adled independently in Parliament—It has been 
my endeavour to be jus as weil as afefal to individuals and to 
the publio—My political opinions ftand regiftered upon queltions 
of great moment ; and I contemplate them with unabated {atise 
fadtion. 

Should it be now my good hap to prove inftrumental in miti- 
gating or correcting thofe abufes which have fo long and fo 
virelently prevailed throughout this country in the object with 
which I am at prefent engaged—abufes fertile in confuion to 
commerce, in injuftice to the community, in diftrefs and dif- 
ficulty to the poor, I fhall deem my political exiftence, whether 
it may be of long or of hort duration, not to have been af- 
forded me in vain. 





4 New Defcription of the City of St. Sebaftian, in the 


Brazils. 


Rise is a country very imperfectly known in Europe, 
: The Portugueze, from political motives, have been {paring 
in their accounts of it. ‘Whence our. defcriptions of it,in the 
geographical publications in England are drawn, I know not ; 
that they are miferably erroneous and cefective, is certain. 


The city of St. Sebaltian ftands on the weft fide of the. 
harbour of Rio de Janeiro, in a low unhealthy fituation, furs’ 


rounded on all fides by hills, which ftop the free circulation of 
air, and fubject its inhabitants to intermittents and putrid 
difeafes. Itis of confiderable extent. Captain Cook makes 


it as large as Liverpool ; but Liverpool, is 1767, when he. 


wrote, was not two-thirds of its piefeat fize. Perhaps it equals 
Chefter, or Exeter, in the fhare of ground it occupies, aad is 
infinitely more populous than either of them, The ftreets ine 
terfecteach other at right angles, are tolerably well built, and 
excellently paved, abounding with thops of every kind, ia 
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which the wants of a ftranget, if money is not one of them, 

an hardly remain unfatisfied. Aboat the centre of the city, 

and ata little diftance fromthe beach, the palace of the vi- 

ceroy ftands; a loog, low building, nowife remarkable in its 
exterior appearance ; though within afte fome fpacious and 
handfome apartments. ‘The churches and convents are nue. 
merous, and richly decorated ; hardly a night pafles without 
fome of the latter being illuminated, in honour of their patron 
faints, which has a very brilliant cect when viewed from the 
water, and was at firft miftaken by us for public rejoicings, 
At the corner of almoft every ftreet ftands a little image of the 
Virgin, ftuck round with lights in an evening, before which 
paflengers frequently ftop to pray and fing veryloudly. In- 
deed, the height to which religious zeal: is ¢afried in this place, 
cannot fail of creating aftonifhment in a ftranger, The preateft 
part of the inhabitants feem to have no other occupation, than 
that of paying vifits and going to church, at which times you 
fee them fally forth richly drefled, en chapeau bras, withthe 
appendages of a bag for the hair, anda finall fword: even 
boys of fix years old are feen parading about, furnifhed with 
thefe indifpenfable requifites. Except when at their devotions, 
it is not ealy to get a fight of the women, and when obtained, 
the comparifons drawn by a traveller, lately arrived from Enge 
land, are little flattering to Portugueze beauty. In jattice, 

however, to the ladies of St, Sébaflian, I muft obferve, thatthe 
coftom of throwing nofegays at flrangers, for the purpofe of 
bringing onan afhgnation, which Dr. Solander, and another 
gentieman of Captain Cook’s fhip met with when here, was 

never feen by any.of as inafingle inftance. We were {fo de- 

plorably unfortunate as to walk every evening before their 

windows and balconies, without being honoured with a fingle 

bouquet, though nymphs and flowers were in equal and great 
abundance, 

Among other public buildings, I had almoft forgot to men- 
tion an obfervatory, which ftands near the middie of the town, 
and js tolerably well furnifhed with aftronomical inftruments, 
During our flay here, fome Spanifh and Portugueze mathemati- 
cians were endeavouring to determine the boundaries of the 
territories belonging totheir refpective crowns. Ushappily, 
however, for the caufe of feiencc, thefe gentlemen have not 
hitherto been able to coincide. in their accounts, fo that very 
httle information on this head to be depended upon, could be 
gained. How far political motives may have caufed this difs 
agreement, 1 do not prefume to decide; though it deferves 
notice, that the Portugaeze accufe the abbe de Ja Caiile, who 
obieryed 
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obferved here, by order of the King of France, of having laid 
down the longitude of this place forty-five miles too much to 
the eaftward. 

Until the year 1770, all the flour in the fettlement was 
brought from Europe ; but fince that time the inhabitants have 
made fo rapid a progrefs in raifing grain, as to be able to fupply 
themfelves with it abundantly. The principal ‘corn country 
lies around Rio Grande, in the latitude of 32 degress fouth, 
where wheat flourithes fo luxuriantly, as to yield from feventy to 
eighty bufhels for one, Coffee alfo, which they formerly re~ 
ceived from Portugal, now grows in fuch plenty, as to enable 
them to export confiderable quantities of it. Butthe ftaple 
commodity of the country is fagar. That they have not, hows 
ever, learnt the art ot making palatable rum, the Englith troops 
in New South Wales can bear tefamony ; a large quantity, 
very ill flavoured, having been bought and hipped here, for the 
ufe of the garrifon of Port Jackfoa, 

It was in 1771, that St. Salvador, which had for more than a 
century been the capital of Brazil, ceafed to be fo; and that 
the feat of government was removed toS¢. Sebaftian. ‘The change 
took place on account of the colonial war, at that time carried 
on by the courts of Lifbon and Madrid. And, indeed, were 
the obje&t of fecurity alone to determine the feat of Govera- 
ment, I know but few places better fituated in that refpect 
than the one Iam defcribing ; the natural ftrength of the 
country, joined to the difficulties which would attend an ats 
tack on the tortifications, being fuch as to render it very fore 
micable. 

It may be prefumed that the Portugueze government is well 
apprized of this circumftance, and of the little rifque they run ia 
being deprived of fo important a poffeflion ; elfe it will not be 
eafy to penetrate the reafons which induce them to treat the 
troops who compofe the garrilon, with fach crael negligence, 
Their regiments were ordered out with a promife of being 
relieved, and fent back to Europe at the end of three years, in 
conformity to which they fettled all their domeitic arrange- 
ments. But the faith of government ‘has been broken, and at 
the expiration of twenty years, all that is left to the remnant of 
thefe unfortunate men, is to fufferin fubmiffive filence. I was 
One evening walking with a Portugueze officer, whca this fub- 

ject was ttarted, and on my telling him, that fuch a breach of 
public honour to English troops, would become a fabject of par- 
liamentary inquiry, he feized my hand with great eagernefs, 
** An, Sit !” exclaimed he, ‘* your’s is a free country—we?— 
His emotions ipoke what his tongas refufed. 
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AsT am mentioning the army, I cannot’ help obferving, that 
IT faw nothing here to confirm the remark of Captain Cook, 
that the inhabitants of the place, whenever they meet an officer 
- he garrifon, bow to him with the greate!t obfequioufnels, 
d by omitting focha ceremony, would fubjec& themfelves to 
rw ‘besehed down, though the other feldom deigns to return the 
compliment. The interchange of civilities is general between 
them, and feems by no means extorted. ‘The people who could 
fubmit to fuch infolent fuperiority, would, indeed, deferve to be 
treated as flaves. 
The police of the city is very good. Soldiers patrole the 
Rreets frequently, and riots are feldom heard of. ‘The dreade 
ful cuftom of itabbing, from motives of private refentmenr, is 
nearly at an end, fince the church has ceafed to afford an afylum 
t) murderers. In other refpects, the progrefs of improvement 
appears flow, and fettered by obitacles almoft infurmountable, 
whofe bancful influence will continue, until a more enlightened 
iyftem of policy fhall be adopted. From moriing to night the 
ars of a ftranger are greeted by the tinkling of the convent 
bells, and his eyes falated by proceffions of devotees, whofe 
adoration and levity feem to keep equal pace and fucceed each 
other in turns. 
Voyagers may be amply fupplied at St Sebaftian with the 
good things which its happy foil and clime fo abundantly pro- 
duce. Among thefe may be enumerated fugar, coffee, rom, 
port-wine, rice, tapioca, and. tobacco, befides very beautiful 
wood for the purpofes of houfhold farniture, Poultry is not ree 
markably cheap, but may be procured in any quantity : as may 
hops at a low rate. The markets are well fapplied with 
butcher’s meat, - vegetables of every fort are to be procured 
at a price next to.nothing; the yams are particularly excellent. 
Oranges abound fo much, as to be fold for fixpence a hundred ; 
and limes areto be had on terms equally moderate Bananas, 
cocoa-nuts, and guavas, are common ; but the few piticeapples 
brought to market are not remarkable either for flavour, or 
cheapneis. Befide the inducements to lay out money already 
mentione d, the naturalift may add to his colicction by an almott 
enalefs voriety of beautiful birds, and curious i nfetts, which are 
to be bought at areafonabie price, weil preferved, and neaily 
afforted, 
1 fhall clofe my account of this.place by informing frangers, 
it sey in 
veces, anit y coin, twenty of which make a tmall copper 
piece Called a viatin, and fixteen of t lait apetack. Lvery 
picce is marked with the nember of rees itis worth, fo tbata 
mifiake 
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miftake can hardly happen. Englifh filver coin has loft its re 
putation here, and dollars will be found preferable to any other 


money. 





Characters of the Spanifb Peafants. 
EMPERATE in their diet, abftemious, fober above ali 


nations, fond of their country, obedient and faithful co 
their King, thefe peafants make moft excellent foldiers ; and, 
as the levies in Spain are for three or five years only, each 
diftri& affembles annually and chufes out, among its young 
men, thofe who are unmarried, and can beft be {pared : By this 
wife method, their troops are armies of volunteers, and the 
whole country a militia that have all feen recular fervice. The 
Spanifh hufbandmen ftill preferve the cuttom of their fore 
fathers, by travelling on foot, not only from village to village, 
bet over the whole peninfula of Spain. A piece of bread ia 
one of their pockets, and a horn cup in the other, is their only 
provifion ; they carry their cloaks, doubled long-ways, over 
their left fhoulder ; sndio their right hand bear a porra, or 
ftrong ftaff, with the affittance of which they leap over the riva- 
lets they meet with in their journey. As they go through the 
towns, they recruit their ftock of bread ; they feldom chufe to 
lie in them, to avoid the expence of anion ; bat when night 
overtakes them, they fleep beneath a fhady tree, or the thelving 
of a rock, covered with their cloaks. 

In the year 1760, one of my fervants at Seville, after having 
efcaped from a long and dangerous illnefs, afked my leave to 
perform a vow he had made to vifit the fhrine of St. Jago, im 
Gallicia, promifing to return in five weeks, which, to my 
aftonithment, he falfilled, although that town is 170 leagues 
diftant from Seville. What fervices may nat be expected from 
troops thus enured to temperance and fatigue ! Tbe Spaniard, 
if on foot, always travels as the crow flies, which the openne{s 
and drynefs of the country permits: neither rivers nor the 
fteepeft mountains ftop his ccurfe ; he fwims over the one, and 
{cales the other, and by this means fhortens his journey fo con- 
fiderably, that he can carry an exprels with greater expedition 
than any horfeman. 





A 2EEPFLECT IO N, 
ANY things concur to perfuade us of the truth of a 
conjecture, of Sir Ifaac Newton’s, viz, that the proportion 
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of water in our terraqueous globe, leffens daily: Almoft all the 
feas in the world recede from their banks. ‘The coafts of Eng. 
Jand do daily encroach on the feas The fea ports of the Oito- 
man empire fill gradually more and more with fand, and the 
fea removes from them, Egypt was formerly but a morafs; It 
has vilibly rifen. We know the time of the formation of the 
Delta ; and the land gains fo much on the water, that Dr. Shaw 
has demonitrably proved, that that fine part of Egypt will foon 
turn into a barren fand.—It is very protable that the earth has 
been all over covered with water ; that the quantity of water 
is continually diminifhing ; 4nd that if this world fubfifts a 
certain number of ages, it will become abfolutely uninhabitable, 





Jafwer, by D. Rodbarts, of St. Columb, to Adolcfcens’s Enigua, 
inferied April O- 


We need the candle’s light 5 
And alfo court the SNUFFERS’ aid 
To make it fhine more bright. 


V HEN darknefs o’er the land is fpread 


¥§* We have received the like anfwer from J, Wheeler, of 
St. Aoftell; Javentus, of Lifkeard; J. Chaff, of Rattery; 
T. Huxham, of Kaowle, near Ratiery ; and Wm, Bowden, of 
Willing, nigh Totnes. 





Anfwer, by Fuventus, of Lifkeard, toW, Baker's Charade, ias 
Jerted April 6. 


HEN lovely Chloe fits before ber glafs 
Well may the virgin for a godde(s pafs ; 

Attentive fhe each rifing grace tocatch, 
To fet the cap, the handkerchief, or patch ; 
While on the toilet the PINCUSHION lies, 
And all her neceffary wants fupplies ; 
Drefs’d in white fattin, a moft beauteovs fhow, 
Stuck full of pins, and crowded row on row. 
Hail pincufhion! thro’ all the various lands 


Ot Europe worfhipp’d by fair female hands ; 
But moftin Gallia, where the trifling beaux 
W atte all their time in op'ras, balls, and fhows. 
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&||§ We have received the like anfwer from R.G. D, Ro- 
barts, and W. and J. Bafley, of St. Colamb; J. Wheeler, of 
St. Avftell; T. Littleton, Lanlivery ; W. P. Mufgrove, and 
T. B. Langdon, of Lifkeard; J, Chaff, of Rattery ; J. Trem« 
lett, of Stoke Climfland; Tyro, T. Hannaford, and J. Harris, 
of Totnes; W. Bowden, of Willing, near Totnes; T. Huxe 
ham, of Knowle, near Rattery; J. W. and W. H. of Darting- 
ton; and W.K, near Taunton. 





Anfwer, by P. Baftow, to the Rebus, inferted April 27. 


HE fep’rate parts I’ve join’d, and will 
| Aver your name is BASKERVIL_LE. 


t*t We have received the like anfwer from J. Childs; Jus 
ventus, and W. P. Mufzrove, of Lifkeard; D. Robarts, of Se. 
Columb ; W.K, near Taunton; and W, Baker, of Somerton. 





4A QUESTION, by F. Gooding, of Wapbford. 


]N a plane triangle is given the difference of the two 
fides =106, the perpendicular =g1,07, and the diffe~ 


rence of the two fegments of the bafe cut by the perpen 


dicular =136. Required the length of each fide, 





A CHARADE, by W. Upjohn, of Sha/fton. 


F you the fchool-houfe fearch around, 
Array’d in white my firftis found ; 
Next thew a mount where angels reign, 
And chant in peace their heav’nly ftrain: 
My whole if join’d wil! foon difclofe 
What thoufands yearly gives to thofe, 
Who've {pent their youthful days and ftrength 
Jn ploughing Neptune’s wat’ry length, 
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9° Seweral pieces of poetry lately received are much too inace 


curate for infertion. 


POETRY. 
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THE CAPT IV E. 


AIL, happy morn! how charming are thy rays 
To minds at large, from dire oppreffion free, 
No chearly beam, alas! my grief allays, 
Depriv’d of life’s chief fweetner, liberty. 


Thou rifing fun, that fpreadft around delight, 
To thefe fad drooping eyes thou fhin’itin vain, 
Thy powers are lofton me; tho’ e’er fo bright, 
Thou canft not loofe thefe chains, or eafe my pain, 


With thee the ready plowman quits his bed, 
Purfaes, fecure from care, his daily toil, 

With thee retires; refeeks his humble fhed, 
Thoughtlefs what fate awaits the morrow’s broil, 


How happy he! how calmly pafs his days! 
His fole ambit'on refis in liberty ! 

Dear name! on thee, alas! in vain I gaze, 
Sentenc’d for life to dire captivity. 


On me each wiftful morn freth forrow theds, 
Each night creates new horrows in my breaft, 
Dread night! that o’er my cell grim darkaefs fpreads, 
And fpurns me from the lulling arms of reft. 


Ob, balmy fleep, that rid’ the foul of care, 
I vain I’nvoke thee to my bed of ftraw; 
Thou fpurn’ft the wretched captive’s humble fare, 
And bid’ him reap the fruits of cruel war. 
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Yn this drear cell nought elfe but forrow reigns, 
The fole companion of each haplefs hour, i 
Save when at night the lonely owl complains, " 
In difmal note from yonder ruin’d tow’r. 1 


Save when by Cynthia’s pallid lightI view 
The tyger flealing o’er the diftant wafte ; atl 
Save when the rav’nous wolf, with hideous hue, | 
Purfaes his deftin’d prey with eager hatte : ah 


Save when the fhipwreck’d mariner I view, | 
Imploring mercy from the hoftile wave ; | 
In vain he calls, now fhrieks the frantic crew, eal 
Employ’d each hand the freighted bark to fave. | 

4 
4} 


Now rolls the threat’ning thunder o’er their heads, 
Now Boreas with redoubled vengeance blows, i 
Each billow now the feeble veffel dreads, ai 
’ Till vanquith’d quite the yields to conqu’ring foes. il 





at 

eieat 

Now plang’d in ftormy Neptune’s craggy deep, | 4H 
The intrepid feaman fecks his watry grave, ak i 
Till rock’d at length into eternal fleep, : hist 
He reits companion of the murm’ring wave. ; | i 
Yet, envious fate, bereft of every care, uf : 
AMIE 


Thro’ bufy life the dreary voyage is o’er, 
The dreaded port is made, where wan defpair 
The faithlefs breath of man molefts no more: 


Where {tern ambition ends her vain career, 
Where pride no more in ftately grandeur reigns, 
Where mighty kings with peafants hare their cheer, 
And where the captive liberty regains. 


Ye Gods who rule above, then hear my pray’r, 
Releafe my limbs from this dire load of pain ; 
Then free’d I’li bid defiance to each care, 
And drowa my forrows in yon boift’rous train. 





Yet vain the wifh! my forrows nought avail, 
Nor feeling ear will liften to my woes, | 

Nor yet will pitying eye, nor profperous gale, — | 
Once lend their aid to vanquish thefe dread. foes, 

Then 
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Then doom’d, alas! to linger out my days 

In thefe drear realms, my forrows ne’er will ceafe, 
Till time atlength my every grief allays, 

And locks me in the arms of lating peace. 


Jj. W. 








ADDRESS TO A SHEET OF PAPER. 


AIR fpotlefs leaf (thou emblem pore 
Of innocence) beware ; 
Nor think thy beauty lives fecure 
Tis dangerous to be fair. 


To wit obfcene, and impious jeft, 
Thou lieft too much expos’d ; 
Give truth poffeflion of thy breaft, 

Or be for ever clos’d. 


Some wanton pen may {crawl thee o’er, 
And blot thy virgin face ; 

And whitenefs, deem’d thy praife before, 
May turn to thy difgrace. 


O give me then thy faultlefs page 
Ere yet foul ftain be drank, 

On virtue’s fide with me engage, 
Nor leave for vicea black. 


By thee thal] idle vacant hearts 
This ufeful moral learn, 

That unemploy’d, tne brighteft parts 
To vice and folly turn. 


By thee thall innocence be taught 
What dangers wait on youth, 
Unlefs with early precept fraught, 
And prepoffefs’d with trath. 


By thee hall beauty learn to yield 
To real worth her charms, 

For virtue (tho’ an ample fhicld) 

But incompleiely arms. 
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